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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  twentv-tbird  Annual  Report  of  tbe  TTealth  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District, 
together  with  tbe  tables  of  Infectious  Sickness  and  Mortality,  for  tbe  year  ending  1911,  as  required  by  tbe  Local 
Government  Board. 

Acreage  ...  ...  5,197. 


Population. 

I estimate  tbe  population  at  tbe  Mid-Summer  Census  at  2,854. 

Social  Conditions. 

Tbe  inhabitants  are  largely  occupied  in  agriculture.  The  other  industries  in  the  District  are  brewing,  brick 
making,  and  peat  moss  cutting. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  were  68  births,  39  males  and  29  females  (one  was  illegitimate)  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year, 
This  is  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  23'82  per  1,000  of  population.  This  is  a decrease  of  3 births.  In  1909  and  1910 
there  were  71  births. 

The  birth  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1911  was  23'4  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths. 

There  were  52  deaths  legistered  during  the  year  in  the  District — 50  in  the  District  and  two  outside  the  District. 
This  is  equal  to  a mortality  rate  of  18'22  per  1,000.  Last  year  it  was  16  9 per  1,000. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  16.  This  is  8 les8 
than  last  year. 

Thirteen  of  these  deaths  occurred  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is  3 more  than  last  year,  and  gives  a death  rate 
of  191T  per  1,000  births.  This  is  very  large.  Last  year  it  was  140'8  per  1,000  births.  Four  of  these  children 

died  from  Atrophy  and  Marasmus,  and  one  from  Gastritis  during  dentition. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

This  Act  has  not  yet  been  adopted.  It  would  give  the  Health  Authority  an  opportunity  of  teaching  the  proper 
feeding  of  infants  in  the  homes  of  the  poor  when  they  are  at  this  tender  age. 

The  Local  Government  Board  will  not  approve  of  the  adoption  of  this  Act  unless  suitable  provision  (Health 
Visitor)  was  made  for  the  houses  of  the  newly- born  children  to  be  visited,  and  suitable  advice  given  to  mothers  and 
nurses,  so  as  to  give  the  newly-born  children  a better  chance  than  hitherto  of  surviving  the  earliest  days  of  their 
existence. 

All  the  deaths  were  certified,  and  two  inquests  were  held,  one  a child  was  choked  by  swallowing  a piece  of  bread, 
and  one  of  Asphyxia  by  drowning. 

Nearly  8 per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  occurred  in  children  under  5 years  of  age,  and  40  per  cent,  occurred  in 

persons  of  65  and  upwards.  This  is  less  than  last  year,  when  57  per  cent,  of  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  65 

and  upwards.  Eight  persons  lived  to  above  80  years  of  age,  and  one  died  aged  94. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Thirteen  children  (7  males  and  6 females)  died  under  one  year  of  age  duriug  1911.  1'his  is  equal  to  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  191  1 per  1,000  births.  This  is  more  than  in  1910. 

Table  IV  shows  that  5 infants  died  under  one  month,  the  causes  of  death  being  premature  birth  2,  and  Atrophy 
3.  Three  of  these  did  not  live  one  week.  Sixty-nine  per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  mortality  occurred  during  the 
first  three  months  of  life,  2 being  due  to  Bronchitis,  2 to  Marasmus,  2 to  Debility,  2 premature  birth,  and  1 to 
Gastritis  during  the  period  of  dentition. 

Zymotic  Mortality. 

Six  deaths  were  certified  under  this  head,  viz  : Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  3,  Diphtheria  2,  and  Whooping  Cough  1. 
This  gives  a Zymotic  mortality  of  2'1  per  1,000  of  population.  This  compares  unfavourably  with  last  year,  when  it 
was  0'3  per  1,000  of  population. 

Of  the  three  cases  of  Diarrhoea,  two  of  them  died  under  one  year  of  age --probably  due  to  some  error  in  diet  and 
the  hot  weather, — and  the  other  case  died  aged  82  years. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  : One  occurred  aged  8 years  (on  investigation  no  special  insanitary  conditions  were 
found) ; the  other  occurred  in  a hawker,  35  years,  who  may  have  caught  the  infection  travelling  about. 


Phthisis. 

Consumption  of  the  lungs  did  not  cause  any  death  during  the  year,  and  there  was  not  any  notification  of  a poor 
person  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  is  induced  by  unhealthy  conditions,  such  as  are  present  in  certain  occupations,  or  living  and  sleep- 
ing in  rooms  not  properly  ventilated,  or  living  in  damp  houses. 

As  the  disease  will  spread  from  one  person  to  another,  it  is  dangerous  for  a consumptive  to  expectorate  on  floors 
or  near  dwellings.  The  germs  may  lie  dormant  for  months  in  the  dust  and  ready  to  infect  persons  susceptible  who 
chance  to  inhale  them. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

Ten  deaths  were  due  to  these,  5 to  Bronchitis,  2 to  Broncho-Pneumonia,  and  3 to  Pneumonia.  This  is  equal  to  a 
death  rate  of  3'5  per  1,000  of  population. 


Whooping  Cough 

Caused  one  death  under  one  year  of  age. 

Heart  Disease 

Caused  4 deaths,  principally  among  the  aged,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1'4  per  1,000  of  population.  This  is  less 
than  last  year,  when  there  were  12  deaths. 

Cancer 

Was  the  cause  of  5 deaths,  the  ages  ranging  from  39  to  71  years.  This  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  P7  per  1,000 
of  population.  . 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

'there  was  not  any  death  from  tin's  disease,  and  not  any  cases  were  notified.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  and  points 
to  better  sanitary  conditions,  as  there  were  six  notifications  in  1910. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Bid  not  cause  any  death,  though  one  case  was  notified.  Precautions  being  taken  it  was  confined  to  that  one  case. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  A ct , 1889. 

There  were  5 notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  during  the  year,  compared  with  10  cases  during  1910. 
The  notifications  were  as  follows  : Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarletina  1.  The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  ended 
fatally. 

The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows  : 


Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scari.etina 

February. 

2 

August. 

1 

September. 

1 

1 

Fatal. 

2 

Totals 

2 

1 

2 

2 

There  is  not  at  present  any  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  District. 

Water  Supply 

Is,  as  before,  chiefly  from  rain  water  and  a few  Artesian  wells  in  use. 

Schools. 

There  are  three  public  Elementary  Schools.  These  have  been  visited  during  the  year.  In  all  the  heating,  light- 
ing, and  ventilation  were  found  satisfactory. 

Cowsheds 

Have  been  visited,  and  are  kept  in  good  condition.  There  are  no  milk  shops  for  the  reason  that  the  milk  is  taken 
out  morning  and  evening,  soon  after  milking,  and  disposed  of.  No  case  of  disease  was  traced  to  milk  during  the  year. 

Bake  Houses 

Have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Common  Dodging  Houses, 

Two  in  number,  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  tolerably  clean,  eommodious,  and  ventilated,  though 
occasionally  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 

Factory  and  'Workshop  Act,  1901. 

There  are  20  workshops  on  the  Register.  Regular  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  they  were 
generally  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Bake  houses,  3 in  number,  are  kept  clean  and  limewashed. 

Home  work  is  represented  by  Dressmakers  and  Milliners. 

There  are  not  any  offensive  trades  carried  on  within  the  District. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  7 on  the  Register,  and  all  are  in  a satisfactory  condition.  They  are  regularly  inspected,  and  are  lime- 
washed  twice  a year. 

No  diseased  or  unsound  meat  was  found  during  the  year. 

Housing  and  Xown  Planning  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

A number  of  houses  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  this  Act,  and  a note  was  taken  of  the  size  of  rooms,  num- 
ber of  occupants,  and  sanitary  condition  both  inside  and  outside.  Little  overcrowding  was  observed,  and  the  general 
condition  of  houses  inspected  were  fairly  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  some  defective  roofs  and  spouting. 
Raving  of  yards  might  be  improved  in  some  cases. 

There  have  been  7 new  houses  built — 5 at  the  North  End  and  2 in  Chancery  Lane. 

Sewerage. 

Privy  and  ashpit  manure  is  carted  on  the  land. 

Adoptive  Acts 

Are  not  adopted  in  this  District. 

Bye  Baws. 

The  following  Rye  Laws  and  Regulations  ate  in  force  in  the  District : — 

Regulation  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  under  Section  80. 

For  New  Streets  and  Buildings  under  Section  157. 

For  Regulation  of  Slaughter  Houses  under  Section  160. 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885,  Art.  13  (this  year,  1912). 

Canal  Boats  are  registered  in  pursuance  of  the  Canal  Boats  Act. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ARCHD.  A.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Manuie  from  Privies  and  Ashpits  carted  on  to  the  land. 

7 Slaughter  Houses  limewashed  twice  a year. 

2 Lodging  Houses  limewashed  twice  a year. 

7 new  Ashpits  and  Closets  built. 

36  yards  of  12in.  Council  piping  laid. 

120  yards  of  9in.  Council  piping  laid. 

245  yards  of  6in.  private  piping  laid. 

43  yards  of  6in.  private  pipes  taken  up  and  relaid. 

140  yards  of  9in.  Council  pipes  put  down. 

80  yards  of  6in.  Council  pipes  put  down  at  Ealand. 

7 new  Houses  built. 

4 Houses  fumigated. 

1 Living  Van  fumigated. 

14  Notices  were  given,  as  well  as  the  usual  verbal  notices. 


